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Bellefonte Board of Adjustment  
Meeting Minutes 
 
September 7, 2006 
Present: Cheryl Bowers, Tom Byrne, Brian Donovan, Jon Hill, Rich Mulhern and John 
Tracy – BOA Attorney 
 
 
I. Call to Order 
 
The first hearing of the Bellefonte Board of Adjustment was called to order by Brian 
Donovan, Chairperson, at 6:32pm. 
 
II.       Order of Business 
 
Brian led the meeting from the prepared agenda. 
 

1. Brain announced that the hearing for application #2006-0001 was not going 
to be heard due to it being withdrawn, and that we would be hearing only 
application #2006-0002. 

2. Brian did roll call.  
3. Stanley Reese was sworn in to testify for his variance. Mr. Reese stated he 

has been a resident of Bellefonte since June of 1962. 
4. Mr. Reese stated why he was applying for a variance to put an 8-½ foot fence 

between his house and the neighbor at 804 Brandywine Blvd. He testified the 
fence was needed for privacy from the business at 804 Brandywine Blvd. He 
is going to taper fence down from front to back. He also stated that there 
would be a gate for privacy into his yard & for apartment on 2nd floor. 

5. Brian asked what type of fence would be erected. Mr. Reese stated that it 
would be a stockade fence. 

6. Rich asked about elevation of fence. Mr. Reese stated that it would taper 
down about ½ foot. 

7. Mr. Reese said that at night patrons of the restaurant on the porch next door 
could see into their windows. Windows are lined up between houses. 

8. Brian asked how far off of the street the fence would be.  Mr. Reese stated it 
should be about 15 feet from the face of curb and about 8 feet from the 
property corner. 

9. Rich asked what the hours of business operation next door are. Mr. Reese 
stated legal hours and that sometimes there are people there later. 

10. Mr. Reese stated that he was only putting the fence on the one side. 
11. Cheryl asked if he had any picture of the property. Mr. Reese did not. 
12. Mr. Reese said that he had talked to the owner of the business and they were 

ok with the Reese’s putting the fence up. 
13. Tom asked why a 6-foot fence would not be enough. Mr. Reese that a 6 foot 

would not be high enough to even block the windows. 
14. Cheryl asked about other fences of the same type in the business area. Mr. 

Reese said that there were none that he knew of. 
15. Brian asked if anyone else would like to speak for the variance. Mrs. Reese 

was sworn in and testified that she talked to the neighbor about the fence. 
She also stated that she would be landscaping around the fence to dress it 
up. 

16. Brian opened for people against variance and other comments.  There were 
no comments against the application. 
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17. Tom moved to close the hearing part of the meeting. Jon seconded, all in 

favor. 
18. Brian motioned to open the business part of the meeting. Cheryl seconded, all 

in favor. 
19. Brian had no problem with the variance 
20. Rich was fine as long as the fence was closed off so you could not see down 

the backside of the fence. 
21. Jon had no problem as long as it would be attractive with the surroundings. 
22. Tom was ok with the variance since it was in the business district and not in 

the residential area. 
23. Cheryl was concerned which direction the unfinished side of the fence would 

face. She asked that the post and rails would face the applicant and the 
finished side of the fence would face the business as a condition of the 
approval. 

24. Brian motioned for approval with the condition that the post and rails would 
face the applicant and the face of the fence would face the business side. 
There would also be landscaping and a gate on the front. Tom Seconded.   

25. There was a roll call of vote and reason for vote. 
26. Rich Mulhern –aye, Tom Byrne – aye, Cheryl Bowers – aye, Jon Hill – aye and 

          Brian Donovan – aye. 
27. Brian announced the application is accepted, and told Mr. Reese that he would 

receive a Written decision of the variance and then he would be able to 
proceed with the construction of the fence.  

28. Brian closed the business section of meeting. 
29. Discussed about setting other dates for hearings and decided to hold off until 

we receive other applications and set up a meeting through email. 
30. Discussed minutes of previous meeting. Tom Byrne asked to correct spelling 

of his name. 
31. Rich motioned to accept the minutes with corrections. Cheryl seconded, all in 

favor. 
32. Brian motioned to close the meeting, Tom seconded, all in favor. 

Aye – Brian, Jon, Cheryl, Tom, and Rich. 


