
Town of Bellefonte, Delaware 

Town Meeting Minutes, February 9, 2026 

 
Public Hearing for Ordinance 2026-01 and 2026-02 began at 6:04 and closed at 7:04 pm. There were no 

attendees from public. 

Attending: Brandon Dougherty, Dave Brenner, Scott Mackenzie, Andrew Ritchie, Logan Ritchie, and 

Treasurer/Tax Collector Curt Nass 

Call to Order/Welcome – Brandon called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm. 

Minutes to the Previous Meeting - Andrew made a motion to waive the reading and to approve the minutes as 

distributed, seconded by Logan and all approved. 

Special Guests/Public Comments: 

NCC Councilman John Cartier presented the police venue report and code enforcement report to 

Commissioners. John congratulated the Town Commission for providing effective snowplowing as recovery 

from the recent snowstorm.  He said in the days following that there were stark differences between the quality 

of life in Bellefonte vs the surrounding county.  He said he responded to many phone calls and emails from 

constituents outside of Bellefonte whose streets were still inaccessible up to a week after the storm.   

John was asked about the status of the Port Expansion.  He shared that he is very concerned about statements 

from Delaware Secretary of State Charuni Patibanda-Sanchez assuming that the permit for dredging will be 

approved by the Army Corps of Engineers.  He sees no such guarantees that it will be approved, and if so, it will 

be able to make it past federal court in Philadelphia. 

There were no other public comments 

Committee Reports: 

• Board of Adjustments – No activity. 

• Planning Commission/Zoning Review Board – Update from Jim Paradise. The updated Comprehensive plan 

approved by members on Monday, February 2.  The Planning Commission also approved a list of zoning code 

restrictions that the PC would like NCC Code Enforcement to enforce, including fence height. Scott will prepare 

the list as a resolution for the March meeting. 

Treasurer's Report and Tax Collector's Report – Report on Delinquent Taxes – Curt reported on the financial 

status of the Town as of January 31 (Monthly Report attached) and reviewed the list of Delinquent taxpayers. 

Andrew motioned to approve the Treasurer’s report as submitted, seconded by Brandon and all approved. 

Old Business: 

• Town Property Improvements – Status Report. Roof fencing has come down again and will be fixed as 

soon as weather allows.  Scott also reported that the gas heater in Town Hall is not working and he will 

arrange a repair technician to assess the unit. 

• Mural Repair – No update. 

• EECBG Battery Backup System & Solar Panels – No activity. 

• DelDOT projects – Sidewalk, repaving, speed signs – No report. 

• 2026 Real Estate Taxes – Scott said as the Commission appears to be poised to adopt NCC new 

assessments, he is inclined not to change the way the Town calculates real estate taxes.  All Commissioners 

agree that we should not change our methodology at this time. 

• Food Insecurity – Scott reported that a Food Resource page was added to our website listing all surrounding 

food pantries and hours of availability. 

Correspondence: 

• Via eMail – US Census, annual annexation survey – Scott will complete 

• Via eMail – Bonded Indebtedness Report to State – completed by Curt 

Public Comments: Tom Finocchiaro said he is looking into getting a tank and spreader so he can add brine to 

his services next season.  
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New Business: 

• Ordinance 2026-01 - Adopting the 2025 Bellefonte Comprehensive Plan – Andrew motioned to read the 

Ordinance in title only, Scott seconded, and all approved. Brandon read Ordinance 2026-01 in title. Andrew 

made a motion to accept the second reading and to approve, seconded by Dave, and all were in favor.  

Reasons for vote:  Dave: the latest update is a more thorough representation of plan for development. Logan: 

Updated version meets needs of the residents, a good 5-year plan. Andrew, revised plan is up to date. 

Brandon: brings plan current and will improve quality of life in Bellefonte.  Scott:  Because the Planning 

Commission under Jim Paradise’s leadership approved it.  

• Ordinance 2026-02 - Adopting the Updated New Castle County Property Tax Assessments -- Dave 

motioned to read in title only, seconded by Scott, and all were in favor.  Brandon read in title only.  Scott 

motioned to accept as second reading and to approve the ordinance, seconded by Loan, and all approved.  

Scott will convey results to NCC and arrange for publication in the News Journal. 

• Landscaping Contract - Scott motioned to authorize Brandon to sign renewal contract with Pennyhill 

Landscaping, seconded by Dave and all approved.   

Payment of the Bills:  Scott read the following bills for payment: 

Payee  Description  Amount  

Delmarva Power   Streetlights   $1,317.23 

Delmarva Power   Town Hall   $428.31 

Delmarva Power   Town Hall Annex gas $364.81 

Casella Monthly trash/recycling – January Up to $13,232.72 

Veolia Water service –January service $20.34 

T-Mobile Monthly service Internet & phone $52.00 

T-Mobile Monthly DIALPAD service Up to $25.00 

Barbacane Thornton Inv. 54344 - Progress billing Audit $927.50 

Barbacane Thornton Inv. 54340 – Progress billing Audit $1.846.25 

New Castle Co. 1stQ sewer bill $57.50 

Jos. Finocchiaro & Bros. Inv. 1458 – Jan 17, salt $1,175.00 

Jos. Finocchiaro & Bros. Inv. 1465 – Jan 18, salt $1,645.00 

Jos. Finocchiaro & Bros. Inv. 1475 – Jan 25-6 salt & plowing $10,080.00 

Jos. Finocchiaro & Bros. Inv. 1476 – Feb 6 – salting $2,115.00 

Will Merlo Monthly cleaning $115.44 

Will Merlo Storing of decorations $100.00 

Scott MacKenzie Reimb Meeting food $60.00 

Curt Nass Reimb. Postage $46.80 

Andrew motioned to pay the bills as read, Logan seconded, all were in favor. 

Announcements/Adjournment 

The next Planning Commission Meeting will be held Monday, March 2, 7 pm and ZRB will meet on any 

Monday when they have an application for permit. 

The next Town Meeting will be held Monday, March 9, 7 pm, 7 pm 

Brandon adjourned the meeting without objection at 8:20 pm. 
Submitted by: 

    ______3-9-26__________ 

Scott MacKenzie, Secretary     Approved 

  



 





 


